Malignant hyperthermia and neuroleptic malignant syndrome in a patient during treatment for acute asthma.
Acute asthma is well known to provoke complications. We report the case of a patient who needed intubation and mechanical ventilation for acute asthma. Despite a treatment with corticosteroids, bronchodilators, neuromuscular blocking drugs and magnesium sulfate, the situation remained uncontrolled and as a last resort, halothane became necessary. The patient then developed an episode of malignant hyperthermia with fever at 40 degrees C and rhabdomyolysis. At this time, halothane could be stopped and all the symptoms disappeared without modifying the rest of the treatment. Eight days later, he presented with a neuroleptic malignant syndrome following an injection of droperidol. Temperature rose to 42 degrees C, associated with muscle rigidity, sweating, tachycardia and severe circulatory collapse. The use of dantrolene in association with a symptomatic treatment of the collapse led to a favourable outcome in. Unfortunately, in vitro contracture test could not be performed in this case. The links between malignant hyperthermia and neuroleptic malignant syndrome remain unclear. Although these two pathologies share the same physiopathology, symptomatology and treatment, they are clearly individualized. This case seems to be the first description of their occurrence in the same patient.